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Sinai (like “eye”)
¢an (hard)

cent (soft)
¢haracter (hard)
¢hoose (soft)
get (hard)
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March 2, 2008
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Isaiah 42:14-21

"“For a long time I have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back.
But now, like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant.

" will lay waste the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegetation; I will
turn rivers into islands and dry up the pools.

'] will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I
will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the
rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.

""But those who trust in idols, who say to images, ‘You are our gods,” will be
turned back in utter shame.

'%“Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see!

Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the messenger I send? Who is
blind like the one in covenant with me, blind like the servant of the LORD?

*You have seen many things, but have paid no attention; your ears are open,
but you hear nothing.”

*'Tt pleased the LORD for the sake of his righteousness to make his law great

and glorious. &

Ephesians 5:8-14

*For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as
children of light °(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteous-
ness and truth) '’and find out what pleases the Lord. ''Have nothing to do with
the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. "It is shameful even to
mention what the disobedient do in secret. "But everything exposed by the
light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light.
"“This is why it is said:

“Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” a

John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39
'As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. *His disciples asked him,=
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“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

*Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so
that the works of God might be displayed in him. *As long as it is day, we must
do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.
SWhile I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”

Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and
put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Silo’am”
(this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home
seeing....

PThey brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. '*Now the day
on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath.
>Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He
put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.”

16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.”

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were
divided.

"Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him?
It was your eyes he opened.”

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” ...

#¥To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture
us!” And they threw him out.

#Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

%“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”

7Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with
you.”

*Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

FJesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will

see and those who see will become blind.” a
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March 9, 2008
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Note to readers: Some readers confuse the words “prophecy” (ends like
“see”) and “prophesy” (ends like “sigh”). In this reading, the word
“prophesy” is marked as a reminder that it ends like “sigh.”

'"The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of
the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. *He led me
back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the
valley, bones that were very dry. *He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones
live?”

I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”

“Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones,
hear the word of the LORD! °This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these
bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. °I will attach
tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will
put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the
LORD.””

’So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was
a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. *I looked,
and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was
no breath in them.

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say
to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four
winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.”” '°So I prophesied as he
commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on
their feet—a vast army.

"Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’
“Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says:
My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will

bring you back to the land of Israel. “Then you, my people, will know = =
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that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. "I
will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own
land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it,
declares the LORD.”” &

Romans 8:1-11

'Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
*because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you
free from the law of sin and death. *For what the law was powerless to do
because it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful humanity to be a sin offering. And so he condemned
sin in human flesh, “in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be
fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to
the Spirit.

>Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what
that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their
minds set on what the Spirit desires. “The mind controlled by the sinful nature
is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace. "The sinful
mind is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.
*Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.

’You, however, are not controlled by the sinful nature but are in the Spirit,
if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit
of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. '’But if Christ is in you, then even
though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life
because of righteousness. '' And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to

your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. a

John 11:17-27, 38-53

"On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for
four days. "*Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, '*and many
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother.
2'When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but

Mary stayed at home. = =
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2L ord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. *But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

#Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

*Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last
day.”

»Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes
in me will live, even though they die; **and whoever lives by believing in me
will never die. Do you believe this?”

2“Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, who was to come into the world.” ...

#Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a
stone laid across the entrance. ***Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a
bad odor, for he has been there four days.”

“Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the
glory of God?”

*So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I
thank you that you have heard me. *I knew that you always hear me, but I said
this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you
sent me.”

“When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
*The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and
a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

“Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what
Jesus did, put their faith in him. “But some of them went to the Pharisees and
told them what Jesus had done. *"Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called
a meeting of the Sanhedrin.

“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing
many signs. *If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and

then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation.” =
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“Then one of them, named Cai’aphas, who was high priest that year, spoke
up, “You know nothing at all! **You do not realize that it is better for you that
one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.”

>'He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied
that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, **and not only for that nation but
also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them

one. **So from that day on they plotted to take his life.
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March 16, 2008
Palm Sunday

Isaiah 50:4-9a

*The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word
that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear
to listen like one being taught.

>The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears; I have not been rebellious, I have
not turned away.

°[ offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out
my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.

"Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore
have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.

*He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let
us face each other! Who are my accusers? Let them confront me!

’It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who will condemn me? 4

Philippians 2:5-11
’In your relationships with one another, have the same attitude of mind Christ

Jesus had:

®Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something
to be used to his own advantage;

"rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a human being, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!

*Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is
above every name,

"that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth,

"and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father. a
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John 12:12-36

"2The next day the great crowd that had come for the Festival heard that Jesus
was on his way to Jerusalem. “They took palm branches and went out to meet
him, shouting,

“Hosanna!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Blessed is the king of Israel!”

“Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: *“Do not be
afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.”

'®At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was
glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that
these things had been done to him.

""Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb
and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. *Many people,
because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him.
So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look
how the whole world has gone after him!”

*Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the
Festival. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a
request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” **Philip went to tell
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.

#Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
*Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it
remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. *Those who
love their life will lose it, while those who hate their life in this world will keep
it for eternal life. *Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my
servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.

*“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. **Father, glorify your

name!” = =
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Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it
again.” ®The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others
said an angel had spoken to him.

Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. *'Now is the time for
judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. **And
I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” **He said
this to show the kind of death he was going to die.

#The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Messiah will
remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who
1s this ‘Son of Man’?”

#Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while
longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. Those
who walk in the dark do not know where they are going. *°Put your trust in the
light while you have the light, so that you may become children of light.”
When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. a
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March 23, 2008
The Resurrection of Our Lord

Matthew 27:32-44

2As they were going out, they met a man from Cyré'né, named Si'mon, and
they forced him to carry the cross. **They came to a place called Gol’gothi
(which means “The Place of the Skull”). **There they offered Jesus wine to
drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. *When they
had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting lots. **And sitting
down, they kept watch over him there. *’ Above his head they placed the written
charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

*Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.
*Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads *’and saying,
“You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save
yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!”

*In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders
mocked him. ***He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s
the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe
in him. **He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he
said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” *In the same way the rebels who were crucified

with him also heaped insults on him. a

Acts 10:34-43

**Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not
show favoritism *but accepts those from every nation who fear him and do
what is right. **You know the message God sent to the people of Israel,
announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.
7You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning
in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— **how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good
and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with

him. = -
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“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, “°but God raised him
from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. *'He was not seen by
all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. **He commanded us to preach
to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of
the living and the dead. **All the prophets testify about him that everyone who

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” &

Colossians 3:1-4

'Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on
things above, not on earthly things. *For you died, and your life is now hidden
with Christ in God. “When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will

appear with him in glory. a

Matthew 28:1-10

' After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.

*There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. *His appear-
ance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. “The guards were
so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.

°The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. °He is not here; he has risen, just as he
said. Come and see the place where he lay. "Then go quickly and tell his disci-
ples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There
you will see him.” Now I have told you.”

8So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran
to tell his disciples. *Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came
to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. '°Then Jesus said to them, “Do not

be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” a
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March 30, 2008
Second Sunday of Easter
50" Anniversary of Charter

Acts 5:29-42

*Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human
beings! **The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you
killed by hanging him on a cross. *'God exalted him to his own right hand as
Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their
sins. **We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God
has given to those who obey him.”

'When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death.
3*But a Pharisee named Gama'liél, a teacher of the law, who was honored by
all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put out-
side for a little while. **Then he addressed the Sanhé’drin: “Men of Israel, con-
sider carefully what you intend to do to these men. **Some time ago Theii’das
appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him.
He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing.
7 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a
band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were
scattered. **Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone!
Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.
*¥But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only
find yourselves fighting against God.”

“His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them
flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let
them go.

“The apostles left the Sanhé’drin, rejoicing because they had been counted
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. **Day after day, in the temple courts
and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the

good news that Jesus is the Messiah. a
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1 Peter 1:3-9

*Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy
he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, *and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, *who through faith are
shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be
revealed in the last time. °In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little
while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. "These have come
so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though
refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. *Though you have not seen him, you love
him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, °for you are receiving the end

result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. a

John 20:19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” *After he said this, he
showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw
the Lord.

I Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you.” **And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. Z’If you forgive the sins of anyone, their sins are forgiven; if you do not
forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

*Now Thomas (also known as Di’dymus), one of the Twelve, was not with
the disciples when Jesus came. *So the other disciples told him, “We have seen
the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and

said, “Peace be with you!” 2"Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; =
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see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and
believe.”

*Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

®Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

*Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not recorded in this book. *'But these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life

in his name. a
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