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January 6, 2008

Epiphany

Isaiah 60:1-6

'“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon
you.

2See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the
LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you.

*Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

*Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to you; your
sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip.

>Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations
will come.

Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and proclaiming the
praise of the LORD.

Ephesians 3:1-12
[Note to readers: Verses 2 through 6 represent a lengthy digression; the
thought Paul begins in verse 1 is then picked up in verse 7.]

'For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles—

*Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was
given to me for you, “that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as
I have already written briefly. “In reading this, then, you will be able to
understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, >which was not made known
to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to
God’s holy apostles and prophets. °This mystery is that through the gospel the
Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and
sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me
through the working of his power. *Although I am less than the least of all the
Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless
riches of Christ, *and to make plain to everyone the administration of this
mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.
'°His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God
should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,
"according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our
Lord. "*In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom
and confidence. 4

MID-g-un
E-fuh
SHE-buh



Matthew 2:1-12

' After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod,
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem *and asked, “Where is the one who has
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.”

*When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.
*When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the
law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. *“In Bethlehem in
Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:

%<‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people
Israel.””

"Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time
the star had appeared. ®*He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a
careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too
may go and worship him.”

?After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had
seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the
child was. '"When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. ''On coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. '?And having been warned in a dream not to
go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 4



January 13, 2008
The Baptism of Our Lord

Isaiah 42:1-9

'“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will
put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations.

*He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.

3A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

*he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his
teaching the islands will put their hope.”

>This is what God the LORD says—he who created the heavens and stretched
them out, who spread out the earth with all that springs from it, who gives
breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it:

%1, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light
for the Gentiles,

’to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the
dungeon those who sit in darkness.

8¢ am the LORD; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to another or my
praise to idols.

’See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they
spring into being I announce them to you.” a

Romans 6:1-11

'"What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?
By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any
longer? *Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? “We were therefore buried with him through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

°If we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be
united with him in a resurrection like his. “For we know that our old self was
crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that
we should no longer be slaves to sin— "because anyone who has died has been
set free from sin.

SNow if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. °For
we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death
no longer has mastery over him. '°The death he died, he died to sin once for all;
but the life he lives, he lives to God.

"In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ
Jesus. a



Matthew 3:13-17

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. “But
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come
to me?”

PJesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then John consented.

'®As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alighting on him. '"And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I
love; with him I am well pleased.” a



January 20, 2008
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 49:1-7

Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born the
LORD called me; from my birth he has made mention of my name.

*He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid
me; he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver.

‘He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my
splendor.”

*But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.”

And now the LORD says—he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in
the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength—

®he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes
of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a
light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”

"This is what the LORD says—the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel—to him
who was despised and abhorred by the nation, to the servant of rulers: “Kings
will see you and stand up, princes will see and bow down, because of the
LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” a

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

'Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our
brother Sosthenes,

’To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and
called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours:

3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

*I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ
Jesus. °For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of
speech and with all knowledge— °God thus confirming our testimony about
Christ among you. "Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly
wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. *He will also keep you firm to the
end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. °God is
faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

SOS-tén-éz



John 1:29-42a

PThe next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world! **This is the one I meant when I
said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’
3T myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was
that he might be revealed to Israel.”

*Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven
as a dove and remain on him. *?And I myself did not know him, but the one
who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the
Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’
*T have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”

*The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. **When he saw
Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

’When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. *Turning
around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”

%“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with
him. It was about four in the afternoon.

“Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John
had said and who had followed Jesus. ' The first thing Andrew did was to find
his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the
Christ). *And he brought him to Jesus. 4



January 27, 2008
Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Isaiah 9:1-4
"Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress.
In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, butin the  ZEB-yi-kin
future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the NAF-t>-1g
Jordan—
*The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the
land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
*You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest, as soldiers rejoice when dividing the plunder.
*For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens
them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.

1 Corinthians 1:10-18

T appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.
""My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s household have informed me
that there are quarrels among you. “What I mean is this: One of you says, “I

KLO-ee

, a-POL-6s
follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas™; still SEE-fiiss
another, “I follow Christ.”

PIs Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the
name of Paul? "I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus  CRISP-iiss
and Gaius, ’so no one can say that you were baptized into my name. '°(Yes, GUY-iiss
I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if STEF-uh-niiss
I baptized anyone else.) "For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach
the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emp-
tied of its power.

"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. a

Matthew 4:12-25
'“When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee.
PLeaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake
in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— '*to fulfill what was said through the
prophet Isaiah:
15Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the ZEB-yi-lin
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— NAF-t>-I8

ki-PER-na-im
ZEB-yi-lin
NAF-te-lé



"*the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the

land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”

"From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near.”

"As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the
lake, for they were fishermen. *“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and 1 will
send you out to fish for people.” *°At once they left their nets and followed
him.

21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and
his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their
nets. Jesus called them, *and immediately they left the boat and their father
and followed him.

#Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among
the people. **News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him
all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-
possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them.

ZEB-°-dé

»Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region d&-KA-ps-lis

across the Jordan followed him. a



